MINNESOTA QUILTERS, INC.

Year in Review

October 1, 2009 – June 1, 2010

I.
Board of Directors


President:



Charlotte Wenger


President-Elect:



Yvonne Curran


Past President:



Mary Brandt


Treasurer:



Miki Peine


Secretary:



Karen O’Brien


Communications Director:

Jean Carr


Education Director:


Sue Rutford


Operations Directors


Kathleen Winters and Jill Schultz

II.
Standing Committees:


Minnesota Quilt Project (MQP) - Co-Chairs:  Pat Cox and Carolyn Silflow


Organized in 1987, the original purpose of MQP was to identify and document quilts that have a Minnesota connection.  


Teaching Others to Quilt:
Coordinator:  Paulette Marini


Formerly known as the Girl Scout Program, this program is used to broaden the scope of assisting those who are novice quilters.

III.
Grant and Donation Program, President-Elect, Yvonne Curran


Minnesota Quilters, Inc. provides donations to organizations to enable MQ to support the mission of educating others about the significance of quilts and their creators.  With a budget of $12,000 for grants, $8,500 was given to three Public Television Stations in Greater Minnesota.  Other groups receiving grants are:

a. Eagan High School’s annual Women in History exhibit and speaker

b. Evening Star Quilters

c. Alexandria Lakes Area Quilters

d. Quilts of Valor

e. American Quilt Study Group

The balance of the budget was left unspent.

IV.
Education Programs; Sue Rutford, Education Director

Monthly membership meetings included:

•
Our January Quilt Show Preview meeting

•
Kristin Hoelscher-Schacker and Jennifer Conrad presenting quilts and information from the Studio Art Quilters’ Association (SAQA) Portfolios 14 and 15.

•
Margo Krager of Reproduction Fabrics with her lectures “Furs on a Stick—Fabrics as Trading Goods During the Fur Trade Era” and “4,000 Years of Indigos: from Egyptian Mummies to American Cowboys.”

•
Karen K. Stone with two lectures: one on “Influences and Lessons Learned,” and  one on techniques, collecting, and shopping—the direction her quilting is heading in now.  Karen also offered a workshop on the Friday between meetings which was a great success and much fun.

•
We celebrated two of our own members in March (National Quilting Month!) Maxine Rosenthal spoke at Eagan High School and Claudia Clark Myers spoke the following Saturday at the TCM.  Both of these quilters had or have new books coming out, which was exciting to hear!

•
The April Birthday meeting with 10 by 5, a presentation of 10 quilts by 5 different members. We saw a wonderful variety of quilts, garments, and other quilted items from Rose Allen, Nancy Birger, Yvonne Curran, Carol Mayala, Mary Lou Murray, and Nannette Sutherland.  We also presented our Outstanding Volunteer award to David Shattuck.

•
May brought us Jan Krueger and Linda Marcou with their SCRAPBUSTERS lecture and the Trip X Two class.  We’re getting a pretty good response to classes held on the Friday between meetings and plan to continue offering them with our Lecture meetings.

•
The Fall Getaway and Holiday Brunch are, last but definitely not least, highlights of the program year.  We have been holding the Fall Getaway at the Cloquet Forestry Center for the past few years and it is a great spot for retreats!  Thanks to the hard-working committee chaired by Susan Shoaff and Linda Taylor for creating a wonderful weekend.

•
The Holiday Brunch, held again at the Binz Refectory at St. Thomas University, was a great time of fun and fellowship.  In addition, 78 Christmas stockings and two large containers of “stuffers” were donated to brighten the holidays for some needy children.  Viewers’ Choice winners for the stockings were, in order, Linda Taylor, Terri Krysan, and Ruth Herbst.  

•
We are planning another Schoolhouse meeting in September and a Garage Sale—still to be determined—and welcome any suggestions and ideas you may have for fun and educational meetings.

 
V.
Financial Condition


Full financial statements are available for review in the MQ office. Since MQ works on a four-year financial cycle, the Board asks that if you wish to review the financial statements, you do so with a Board member.


MQ hires an outside accounting firm to do a full annual audit of our books, which although is not a requirement any longer, we have the full audit done to protect our financial interests.  The audit report is also available for your review.

VI.
Significant Changes/Programs

· As of June 1, 2010, MQ has 858 members.

· We had a committee, including the Treasurer, Miki Peine, address our online membership software program and made a change to the CVENT software.

· Our Communications Director is working on updating our website.  News and announcements are posted frequently.

· MQ has begun general fundraising efforts to increase our revenue through e-mail and written articles in the newsletter.  We have joined an online fundraising mechanism called GIVEMN.org.  As of June 1, 2010, $7,356 has been donated to MQ.

Minnesota Quilters, Inc. continues to grow from a small group that met in member’s kitchens, to a 501(c) (3) organization thanks to one of the most prestigious quilt shows in the country.  With this growth comes the responsibility that ensures from stringent federal and state guidelines.  On behalf of the Board of Directors, I want to express my sincere appreciation to all of you who have volunteered, who have attended MQ sponsored events and those who have support, encourage and guided MQ during this past year.

Sincerely,

Charlotte Wenger

2009-2010 President

Minnesota Quilters, Inc.

